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BMP Mini-grant Program

The contract for a mini-grant program for this year is under review within UF. We anticipate the RFA will be
out next week for agents and specialists to apply for mini-grants. The total money received from FDACS for
a BMP mini-grant is approximately $180,000. This is higher than in past years. We are thankful to OAWP for
supporting the BMP mini-grant program.

SB712 requirements

SB712 was recently signed into law. As many of you know, it has some new requirements for BMP reporting and
documentation. Here is a link to the statute, https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2020/712. Beginning around line
1808 is the new language.
Based on feedback from many of you and our stakeholders, FDACS Office of Ag Water Policy will draft a set of FAQs
related to SB712. Given the many questions, please try to submit your questions by Tuesday, August 4th. We will also
plan a webinar from FDACS OAWP in the near future to review the FAQ and answer and further questions. Please add
your questions to the list here: https://ufloridamy.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/mddukes_ufl_edu/EQ6yIAFU51VHnI9jZsoEscMB1jQJaw7g7nbtXmyYIkyqA?e=fkzFLL

Please send any questions you may have to Dr. Dukes: mddukes@ufl.edu

BMP Success Stories:
Control release fertilizer and soil moisture sensor as BMP

For the past two years, UF/IFAS Columbia County Extension has collaborated in an on-farm trial at Ronald
Norris Farm. The trial compares side-dressing control release fertilizer to broadcasting conventional
fertilizer in field corn under hard hose irrigation. Due to water quality/quantity concerns, growers such as
Ronald Norris implement BMPs to reduce nutrient losses and conserve water. The Harrell’s control release
fertilizer used in the trial is custom blended based on the grower’s
soil test results. The goal of the control release fertilizer is to release
nutrients slowly over an entire crop season with a single application.
This grower is unable to fertigate using a pivot, so control release
fertilizer helps to avoid nutrient deficiencies late in the season when
the corn reaches a height that prohibits additional applications of
fertilizer. Banding or side-dressing refers to the application of
fertilizer in a straight line, generally between rows of young plants.
This method is more efficient than broadcasting, which involves
uniformly spreading fertilizer throughout the entire field. When
growers side-dress they can apply up to 30% less fertilizer compared to broadcasting. Last year, the trial
found a 20 bu per acre increase in yield of corn side dressed with the control release fertilizer compared to
corn broadcasted with conventional fertilizer. This year, the trial will measure yield and soil nitrate samples
from various depths. Working with Charles Barrett of UF/IFAS NFREC - Suwannee Valley, Ronald Norris was
provided a soil moisture sensor during the first year of the trial. After using the soil moisture sensor, Ronald
Norris pursued cost share through the Suwannee River Water Management District to purchase his own.
The grower credits the use of soil moisture sensors for saving him water and money. For more information:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0-CU1Jkel9A

Cover Crops as a Best Management Practice as BMP

By Joel Love, UF/IFAS North Florida REC - Suwannee Valley
The Suwanee County Conservation District (SCCD) has established a cover crop demonstration on more
than a dozen farms in the Suwanee and Santa Fe Basins. This will demonstrate the short-term and longterm benefits of adopting cover crops as one of the tenants of soil health principles: “keeping the soil
covered with a living root.” The growers have agreed to establish and maintain cover crops for a five-year
period on one of their farm fields so they can observe what happens to soil health, weed control, nutrient
recycling, water infiltration, and erosion control on their farms. Annual soil health testing is being done on
these farms to document any changes in soil health over time. Half of the demo farms’ cover crops are
being grazed, another added dimension in soil health improvement. The SCCD is providing the seed for the
demo farms to plant after their cash crops are harvested, when there is a fallow period.
Some of the initial observations by these farmers are reduced resistant pigweed emergence, less wind and
water erosion, more nutrient recycling (less fertilizer need for next crop), a higher quality feed for their
livestock, and higher yields in some cases.
For more information on cover crops, cost-share programs for assistance with cover crops, and cover crop
management information, contact your local SWCD/NRCS office or County Extension Office.

Hemp nutrient management guidelines

Dr. Rao Mylavarapu, professor of sustainable nutrient systems in
the UF/IFAS Soil and Water Sciences Department, is leading a
publication reviewing current information on hemp fertilization
and reporting current knowledge, gaps, and efforts in Florida. This
will provide tentative guidance to interested growers in Florida on
soil testing and nutrient recommendations for hemp cultivation in
the field until Florida specific research data becomes available.

Hemp (Cannabis sativa) cultivation in Florida.
(Photo by Luis Monserrate, graduate student, Agronomy)

Statewide BMP core team established

Dr. Lakesh Sharma has established a statewide BMP core team. The goal is to improve BMP work in Florida.
Twenty team members from across the state will brainstorm solutions for present and future BMP issues.
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